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Should You? Don’t Bother? 
Buying health insurance for your trip if you have 
a pre-existing medical condition
BY THOM FORSYTHE & MARIA FRANKS 

Check it out!
Your own car insurance  
policy may cover you when 
you rent a vehicle.

Good news!

Fall 2009

5523 B Young Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Canada B3K 1Z7
T: 902.454.2198
F: 902.455.3105

lisns@legalinfo.org

BY THOM FORSYTH & MARIA FRANKS 

Thinking of One Last 2009 Pool Party? 
It’s not all splashing and play

It’s great to have your children and their friends splash about in your 
pool but as a homeowner, you have a responsibility to ensure the 
safety of anyone around your pool. If you are allowing children to use 
the pool consider inviting their parents to supervise.  Limit the number 
of children and make sure they are supervised by at least one adult 
who can swim. You should not allow children or adults to engage in 
risky behaviour in and around the pool. For example, running around
the pool or shoving each other into the pool.

Warning people that they use it 'at their own risk' is not a su�cient 
legal defence. 

Warning people that they use 
it 'at their own risk' is not a
 su�cient legal defence. 

If you own a pool or are considering installing a pool on your property, 
check whether it is covered by your home insurance. If you do not tell 
your insurance company about the pool, they may refuse liability 

coverage for pool-related 
damage. If you have insurance 
coverage, if someone is injured 
using your pool and sues you, 
your insurance policy should 
protect you.

While you may be protected by 
insurance, you still have a duty to 
reduce the risk of damage 
occurring. If you don’t maintain 
your property and you are sued
 it may result in a larger award of damages, your insurance premiums 

may rise, or it may become di�cult to get insurance at all.

If your apartment building has a pool you should check the landlord's
insurance and whether there are restrictions in your lease stopping 
you from inviting your friends to use it.
If people come to your property without permission and use your 
pool you will still be liable if they are injured. The fact they broke in 
and used your pool without your permission will be a one factor that 
the court would consider when awarding damages.

You may also have a right to sue them for trespass and for any damages 
sustained to your property. Even if you do not sue, your insurance 
company may sue the trespassers in your name to recover losses.

BY THOM FORSYTH & MARIA FRANKS 
Does Your wn Car Insurance Cover You?
Hitting The Road 

Have you booked some vacation time for the fall? Many people do, just to see the fall foliage. No matter 
when you decide to travel, if you are going in your car, don’t forget to think about the car insurance. 

If you plan to rent a car for your trip you should ensure that you have insurance in case of accident, damage 
to the car or theft. Rental companies will usually include insurance in the rental fee, or give you the option 
of purchasing full coverage. 

Your own car insurance may include coverage for vehicles you do not 
own. You should check to see if you have such a policy.  You will need 
to provide a copy of the coverage to the car rental company.

Some credit card companies o�er insurance on rental vehicles as part 
of their rewards for using their card. You should check with your credit 
card company before renting a vehicle to see if they o�er this 
protection. You should also check with the car rental company whether they accept this type of insurance.

If you are planning to use your own car for a vacation, your car 
insurance plan covers you anywhere in Canada or the United 
States.

You should check what the minimum insurance requirements 
are for the places you’ll be travelling to. Some states require 
little mandatory insurance and you may want to consider 
increasing your insurance coverage during your trip in case you 
are in an accident. If you are planning on driving outside Canada 
or the United States, you should speak to your insurance provider 
about extended coverage and conditions since your normal 
insurance will not be sufficient. 

Check the minimum insurance 
requirements for your trip and 
destination.

When you are buying airline tickets, cruises or package vacations, you 
are usually asked if you would like to have the travel insurance. Here is 
some “need to know” information that you should consider before 
making your decision. 

You should consider whether you need to purchase medical and/or 
life insurance. Within Canada, you will generally be covered by provincial 
health insurance, wherever you are in the country, though speci�cs vary 
depending on province. 

Outside the country there is very little available coverage under your 
provincial insurance.

If you have private health insurance, you should check your coverage 
to see if it covers out of province medical expenses. Some insurance 
plans o�er a speci�c periods of coverage that are included with your 
standard plan, such as an 18 or 30 day period, with an option to purchase 
additional insurance beyond that. If your insurance does not cover 
travelling expenses, you should consider purchasing traveller's insurance.

Outside Canada there is very 
little coverage under MSI

Traveller's insurance is o�ered 
by most insurance companies 
directly or by insurance 
companies via travel agencies. 

If you have any pre-existing medical conditions you need to provide speci�c details to the insurer. If you do 
not declare a pre-existing condition, your insurer may refuse your claim. Some insurers may refuse to cover 
you if you have a pre-existing medical condition, keep searching for an insurer who is willing to provide 
coverage.

Read the proposed insurance plan carefully. Pay attention to the grounds of refusal of coverage. Pay 
attention to the '�ne print' and do not be afraid to ask an insurance provider for precise meanings and 
examples of conditions or terms found in the policy. 

For further information, or assistance, contact the following:

- O�ce of the Superintendent of Insurance, part of the Finance Department of Nova Scotia
  General Enquiries: 902.424.6331
  Consumer assistance and complaints:902.424.4987
- The Canadian Life and Health Insurance OmbudService (CLHIO)    General Enquires: 1-800-268-8099
- The Canadian Life and Health Insurance Association (CLHIA)   General Enquires: 1-800-268-8099
- The Insurance Brokers Association of Nova Scotia     Online at:     http://www.ibans.com/

Legal Information Line Winter Hours are extended!
Mid-September through mid-May the Line is open:
Monday 10AM - 7PM
Tuesday - Th sday 10AM - 4:30PM
Call 455 - 3135 (HRM) 1-800-665-9779 (Toll Free)
To confirm “open” hours go to legalinfo.orgThese are the volunteers

easy to understand 
information about the law 
to any Nova Scotian who 
needs it: 
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I now pronounce you ... divorced

Love may be everlasting, but for roughly 50% of all Canadians, 
marriage is not.  Divorce is a reality that wives, husbands, parents, 
children, grandparents and others have to grapple with. 

The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia is making it easier 
to find information, and insight, with the launch of what is believed 

to be the first Divorce Fair ever held in North America. 

The Fair, which will be held at the Lord Nelson Hotel on January 15th and 16th, 2010, will feature upwards 
of 40 booths including legal firms, child specialists, financial experts, real estate companies, and 
stress-reduction options. As well, there will be a variety of seminars to help participants find the answers 
to their questions and gain a greater understanding of the implications, and the reality, of d-i-v-o-r-c-e.

Watch for more Divoce Fair information and a roster of booths and educational seesions on the LISNS
webiste legalinfo.org.

Check it out!
Thanks to summer volunteers
Claire Gilligan
Thom Forsyth

LISNS is Collaborating 
With CBA (Canadian Bar 
Association) Young Lawyers
Pro Bono Iniative

These young lawyers will be taking
over the Legal Information Line for
4 hours on October 28th to answer
your questions. 

Watch for more details soon
legalinfo.org
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